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CLAIMS 

1. A playback apparatus for recording media comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a plurality of holders for holding recording media, 

said holders overlapping to each other; 

a playback device for playing back the recording media held by the 

holders; 

a transporting device for transporting the playback device to a position 
facing a recording surface of a selected recording medium; and 

a separating device for separating a selected holder from the other 
holders in a direction of overlapping of the recording media, 

wherein the separating device is movable in the direction of overlapping 
of the recording media, and includes a first member having a guiding groove on 
which the holder with the selected recording medium slides, and a second 
member movable in the direction of overlapping independently from the first 

member, 

wherein a separating groeve, on which the helders holding the other recording 
m edia slide, is formed by a relative movement between the first and the second 
members. 

2. The playback apparatus as claimed in claim 1, 

wherein a groove width of the separating groove is variable corresponding 
to relative movement between the first member and the second member. 

3. The playback apparatus as claimed in claim 2, 

wherein the separating groove includes a first separating groove engaged 
with the other holders disposed upper than the holder holding the selected 
5 recording medium, and a second separating groove engaged with the other 
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holder, disposed .ower than the holder holding the selected recording medium, 

wherein the groove width between the first and the second grooves is 
variable corresponding to relative movement between the cam member and the 
transporting member. 

4. The playback apparatus as claimed in claim 3, 

wherein the first separating groove may be composed of a first all and a 
top waU of the first member, and the second separating groove maybe composed 
of a second wall and a bottom wall of the first member. 

5 The playback apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 4, 
wherein the separating device is disposed coaxially with the first and the 

second members, and includes a rotation member for respectively rotating the 
first and the second members. 

6 The playback apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 1 to 5, 

wherein the separating device has a single driving source for driving the 
16 cam member and the transporting member in a direction of overlapping of the 
holders. 

7 A playback apparatus for recording media comprising: 

a receiver for receiving a plurality of holders for holding recording 

media, said holders overlapping to each other; 
20 a playback device for playing back the recording media held by the 

holders; 

a transporting device for transporting the playback device to a position 
facing a recording surface of a selected recording medium; and 

a separating devico for separating a selected holder from the other 
25 holders in a direction of overlapping of the recording media, 
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wherein the separating device is movable in the direction of overtopping 
of the recording media, and includes a first member having a guiding groove on 
whi ch the holder with the selected recording medinm slides, and a second 
m ember movable in the direction of overlapping independent* from the first 

member, 

wherein tire separating device includes a dividab.e sliding wall for sliding the 
other holders in a direction of separating the other holders from the select 
holder. 

8 The playback apparatus as claimed in claim 7, 

father comprising a carrying device for carrying the recording media to 

or from the receiver, 

wherein the separating device includes a cam member being movable in 
the direction of overlapping of the recording media, and sUdably engaged wtth 
the selected ho.der, and a transporting device for sliding part transporting a 
15 part of the sliding wafi in the direction of overlapping for dividing the sliding 
wall when the carrying device transports the recording medium, 

wherein when the transporting device transports the playback dev.ce, the 
. m ember and the sliding wall compose a spaced groove, and when the 
M device carries the recording medium, the cam member and the divided 

sliding wall compose the spaced groove, 

wherein the other holders are engaged with the spaced groove and slide 
along the sliding wail or the divided sliding wall, so that the other holders are 
removed from the selected holder. 

9 The playback apparatus as claimed in any one of claims 7 to 8, 
25 wherein the sliding part includes first and second sliding parts both 
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having a slope wall sloping in the same direction, 

wherein when the carrying member carries the recording medium, the 



transporting device for sliding part transports any one of the first or the second 
sliding parts relative to the other so that a part of the sliding wall is divided. 
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